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take it; at the same time Rider, who was close to me, and
I grappled, and down we went together, but when under
water an immense thick, false club of hair which I had
lashed on, (having been advised to cut my own hair off
previous to going to sea) and which he fortunately had
seized hold of, came off in his hand and we got clear of each
other, when I again found my head above water, and Grant,
who was an uncommon fine swimmer, came to my assistance.
The instant he did so I seized him round the neck, and
under water we went together, where from his superior
skill, by a sudden dart downward he got rid of me, and
considered me then as irrecoverably gone, but, to his great
surprize, I once more made my appearance on the surface,
and notwithstanding my former fastening upon him, he
again swam towards me, calling out that he wished to assist
me and take me to the canoe, which he would try to do if I
would let him and not attempt violently to grasp hold of
him, for if I did it would tend to the destruction of both.
Exhausted and terrified as I was, I had still sense enough
to feel the force of what he said, and I therefore let
him take my arm round his neck without any violence on
my part, and he thus conducted me to the canoe which lay
bottom upwards, and I hung by one of the outriggers, the
Doctor of the Hampshire, who was seated astride upon her,
lending his aid to keep me up. Grant then went to assist
Rider, who, besides swimming a little, was, from his form,
much more buoyant than me, and he helped him also to
the upset canoe.

Grant had no doubt made me his first object, induced
thereto from knowing that I could not swim at all,
but this Rider never would give him credit for, often
afterwards angrily saying, " Nonsense, it is no such thing.
He had a more substantial and selfish reason. He knew
well that by the death of a Madras cadet he could be no
gainer, whereas by mine, he got a step in the service, and
therefore he passed me to go to the assistance of Hickey."
Captain Waddell, after repeatedly hearing this illiberal
declaration of Rider's, one day mildly said, "he thought